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• A new, purpose-driven funding                

and learning program

• Developed with and for Canadian SMOs 

and international partners

• Centred on supportive, transformative, 

and community-led engagement in 

international cooperation

An Overview

The LIFT Program’s 

Intention
Access to funding combined with 
practical resources, learning, and 

peer connection, can foster a greater 
opportunity to reduce barriers, shift power, 

and strengthen the broader ecosystem 
in which SMOs operate.
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Program  Eligibility Who Qualifies?

• Registered Canadian nonprofit or charity 

• Small or Medium-Sized Organization 
with your organization’s most recent 
financial statements showing:

• Consolidated revenue equal to or less 
than $10 million, and

• Annual overseas expenditures in 
development assistance* not exceeding 
$2 million 

• Legally incorporated in Canada for at least 3 years (with 
proof of legal status such as a letter of incorporation), and 
a CRA business number or registered charity number.

• Able to provide 3 years of financial statements                  
(audited preferred but not required)

• Capable of demonstrating financial, ethical, and 
operational capacity to manage funds responsibly

*For example:  projects administered with the promotion of the economic 
development and welfare of developing countries as their main objective

As an SMO you may be eligible if you are:
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• Involves work in international cooperation, global 
solidarity, or eligible public engagement

• Proposes activities in ODA-eligible countries (or 
that focus on eligible public engagement in 
Canada)

• Is community-informed and partner-led, with clear 
roles for partners and participants

• Aligns with LIFT values, including localization, equity, 
learning, and Do No Harm

• Promotes gender equality and inclusion, addressing 
barriers and power imbalances

• Complies with and upholds good practices 
in environmental, ethical, and human rights 
standards

As an SMO your project may be eligible if it:

Program  Eligibility What Types of Projects?
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In order to apply you must also do the following:

• Complete the registration by the deadline 

• Submit one complete application only, by the deadline

• Apply in English or French

• Have only 1 active project at a time
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Program 
Funding

Catalyst 

Momentum 

Together
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About the Momentum Fund

• Funding request for $50,001–$200,000/year (maximum 
$400,000)

• Project length: 1 year (possibility of renewal)

• Apply for or have only one active LIFT fund at a time

• Must provide 5% matching contribution

• One application per organization

• May include construction

Eligibility Parameters for the Momentum Fund

Registration and Application details  

for Momentum will be available in 

the coming months on the ICN website.
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• Funding request for $100,001 - $200,000/year (maximum 
$600,000)

• Project length: 1–4 years (multi-year funding will be approved)

• Apply for or have only one active LIFT fund at a time

• Must provide 100% matching funds (or 50/50 split)

• One application per organization

• May include construction

Eligibility Parameters for the Together Fund

Registration and Application details  

for Together will be available in 

the coming months on the ICN website.
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 Now Launching:  Catalyst

• Funding request for $10,000–$50,000/year (maximum $150,000)

• Project length: 1 year

• Possibility for renewal up to two additional years

• One application per organization

Not eligible

• Projects with construction: (e.g. building a new structure or 
refurbishing an existing structure – even if funded outside of LIFT)

The Catalyst Fund’s

Intentions
To reduce entry barriers and support 

experimentation, learning, and early impact.

 To hold space for first-time and 

early-stage organizations, while also 

including more established applicants 

who choose this program.

Eligibility Parameters for the Catalyst Fund
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• Registration open from February 18 to March 30

• Review your eligibility before registering 

• Use the Registration link on the ICN website

• Completed registrations will receive a Catalyst Fund 
application on April 1

• Application window closes April 30

If you want to apply for the 

Catalyst Fund, you must 

register first.

Registration is required           

by the March 30, 2026 

deadline.

Next Steps for the Catalyst Fund

 Now Launching:  Catalyst
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 Timelines

You can find all key dates and LIFT information on the ICN website. 

Go to ‘Programs’ on the homepage, then  select LIFT in the dropdown menu.  

Dates for the next two funds (Momentum and Together) are subject to 

change while the LIFT Team and the ICN develop and finalize details.
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 Approach/How We Operate

We accept that we are a new program, and we will be learning and adapting as we go.

•    Simplified application process

•    Grant renewal possibilities

•    Responsive to SMOs’ needs

•    Emphasis on local leadership and shared learning

•    Decolonizing, anti-racist, feminist principles

•    Responsive, learner-centred, equity-focused

The LIFT program goes beyond funding. It will include opportunities for 

accompaniment, community of practice, and public engagement.
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 Team and Presence

We are building out our program and team, and as we 

have updates this information will be shared. 

For now, all LIFT details are on the ICN website (icn-rcc.ca) 

and will be shared by the provincial/regional councils. 

Canada LIFTs Program              Programme LIFT du Canada



• Information will be on the ICN website including:
• An FAQ
• Recording of the webinar
• PDF of the PowerPoint

• If you’re applying for the Catalyst fund, you need to register by March 30

• The Registration link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WB9Z833 

• A Catalyst Fund Questions and Answers Session will be scheduled in April (TBD) once you have 
access to the application

• If interested in the Momentum and Together funds, more information will be coming soon on the 
website

• Watch for a survey following the event

 Next Steps
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