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Global Issues  
 Global issues are so complex and can be defined in various ways: 

 They are transnational and transboundary. 

 They affect large numbers of people. 

 They have underlying causes. 

 They persist over a long period 

 United Nations lists them as follows:  

 Africa 

 Ageing 

 AIDS 

 Atomic Energy 

 Children 

 Climate Change 

 Decolonization 

 Democracy 

 Food 

 Health 

 Human Rights 

 International Law and Justice 

 Oceans and the Law of the Sea 

 Peace and Security 

 Population 

 Refugees 

 Water 

 Women 

 

Public Engagement (PE) 

 Stephens, M. (2009) offers us a very 

detailed working definition of PE as a set of 

processes and experiences, which enable 

people to move from basic awareness of 

international development priorities and 

sustainable human development, through 

an understanding of the causes and 

effects of global issues, to personal 

involvement and informed action. It 

encourages their full participation in the 

worldwide fight against poverty and adds 

a global dimension to their understanding 

of the rights and responsibilities of 

citizenship, helping Canadians become 

global citizens. 



Global Issues – What is Happening is Global South? 
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Ethical and Practical Considerations  

1. Motivation  

 

 

Organization Interest 
Community/Public 

Interest 



2. Images : Consent and protecting Identity of the people + Ethics  

 Personal Stories and information of vulnerable people 

 Images  

 Documents  

 

                              Ethical Consideration?  

 Do you have consent from the individuals you are portraying in the image? 

 Honesty 

 Integrity 

 Sustainability 

 Respect 

 Equity 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Who is driving public engagement? 

  

 CSOs or Citizen - driven?  

 Benefits for involving citizens as drivers in projects  



4.  Diversity 

 Cultural Diversity 

 Religions  

 Public Opinion (Myths & Biases). 

 What stereotypes/Opinions/concerns do people have about other 

cultures/immigrants that might be harmful ? – Recent developments with 

increased asylum seekers and refugee claimants. 
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