
ICN Open Call for Youth and CSO Delegates to CDP53 
 

The Inter-Council Network (ICN) is seeking applications for a youth and civil society organization (CSO) 

delegate to attend the 53rd Commission on Population and Development (CDP53) from March 29th to 

April 3rd 2020. The session will take place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City. The 

delegates will be part of the official Canadian Delegation (Candel). If you are a youth, and/or represent a 

civil society organization (CSO), we encourage you to apply for this unique opportunity. 

Background Information  

The Inter-Council Network 
The Inter-Council Network (ICN) is a coalition of the eight Provincial and Regional Councils for 

International Cooperation. These independent member-based Councils are committed to global social 

justice and social change, and represent more than 350 diverse civil society organizations (CSOs) from 

across Canada. The ICN provides a national forum in which the Councils collaborate for improved 

effectiveness and identify common priorities for collective action. Rooted in communities across 

Canada, we are leaders in public engagement at a local and regional level, and are recognized for 

bringing regional knowledge and priorities to the national level.  

The Councils work with diverse national, regional, and local organizations from the ground up. Each 

Council’s membership spans from cultural community civil society organizations to highly recognizable 

international organizations. The ICN itself partners with national networks and organizations to ensure 

public engagement activities reach communities from coast to coast to coast, and that our voice reflects 

the interests and values of our members.  

The Commission on Population and Development (CDP) 
The CPD is the key UN body responsible for follow-up on the 1994 International Conference on 

Population and Development’s (ICPD) Cairo Programme of Action.  

The United Nations Population Division serves as the Secretariat to the Commission. The CPD is 

composed of 47 voting members, who are elected for four-year terms reflecting an equitable geographic 

representation. Canada is a member of the CPD for the 2018-20 term. 

An annual session is held in New York, usually every April, to review the implementation of the 

Programme of Action and to adopt a negotiated outcome resolution, typically centred on a specific 

theme. The theme of the upcoming 53rd session is: “Population, food security, nutrition and sustainable 

development”. 

The Canadian Delegation  
The Canadian delegation (Candel) to the CPD annual session typically consists of Canada’s Permanent or 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, one officer from Canada’s Permanent Mission to the UN in 

New York, and two representatives from the Health and Nutrition Strategy and Partnerships Division. In 

2020, the delegation seeks to include a youth delegate and a CSO delegate. 



Application Information 
All costs for the successful applicants will be covered, including flights, hotels and per diems 

(reimbursable upon provision of all necessary receipts).  

 

Applicants can only apply as either a CSO delegate, or a youth delegate (not both). There will be one 

CSO delegate and one youth delegate selected for Candel. Successful delegates must be available for 

the entire duration of the CPD (March 29-April 3). See below for full application criteria:  

 

CSO Criteria 
Eligibility  • Registered non-governmental organization in Canada; 

• Organizational mandate is related to nutrition, food security, or their underlying 

causes, with a domestic or International Assistance focus; 

• Organization is not already being represented by an international affiliate 

organization at the CPD. 

• Representative must hold a valid passport for international travel 

Merit 

Criteria 

• The organizational mandate and key priorities align with, and contribute to, 

informing strategic priority matters on the CPD agenda; 

• The organization’s work has a direct alignment with the theme of the CPD session 

(nutrition and food security), either from a domestic or international perspective; 

• The organization has access to a wide network of partners that can further enrich 

and inform Canada’s engagement at the CPD; 

• The organization has the technical ability and experience to give depth and breadth 

of advice; 

• Experience with the United Nations System or contributing input to international 

resolutions or processes. 

Asset 

Criteria 

• Ability to provide advice and input on nutrition and food security issues from both a 

domestic and global perspective. 

• Represents a diverse and inclusive network, including people of all gender identities, 

Indigenous peoples, racialized people, persons with disabilities and minority groups. 

• Knowledge/experience working on sexual, reproductive health and rights (SRHR) 

issues. 

 

Youth Criteria 
Eligibility  • Between the ages of 18 and 24; 

• Must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident; 

• Interest and understanding of sustainable development, nutrition, or food security 

issues in Canada or within an international development context. 

• Hold a valid passport for international travel 

Merit 

Criteria 

• Experience related to sustainable development, health, nutrition or food security, 

international development or advocacy. 



Asset 

Criteria 

• Experience with the United Nations System or contributing input to international 

resolutions or processes,  

• Ability to provide input and advice from both a domestic and global perspective; 

• Knowledge/experience working on sexual, reproductive health and rights (SRHR) 

issues. 

 

Application Process 
To apply, please submit your application to Jessica Wood at director@saskcic.org by February 27th 2020. 

Please use the subject line: ICN CDP53 [Participant Name]. Late and incomplete submissions will not be 

considered.  

Please submit your CV/résumé and a letter of motivation (max. 2 pages) containing answers to the 

following questions:  

• What perspective or lived experience do you hope to offer to Candel?  

• What does food security and sustainable development mean to you?  

• What do you hope to gain from attending CDP53 and how will you bring back what you learn to 

your community?  

• List any past and/or current experiences relevant to population, food security, nutrition and 

sustainable development.  

Your application should also include your address and province of residence, as well as your date of birth 

(for youth applicants).  

Note: The ICN seeks to include voices of Canadians from a variety of backgrounds as part of the Canadian 

Delegation. Therefore voluntary self-identification is encouraged as part of this application.  

 

mailto:director@saskcic.org

